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Response to Arguments 

Applicant's arguments filed May 14, 2007 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

While the applicant has considered the board's decision in formulating the amended and 
new claims, the board did note set forth exemplary language or indicate allowable subject matter. 
The revised claim language , which did change the scope of claims 1 and 3, now requires that 
there be voice communications and separately and distinctly non-voice communications, and this 
is found in Olshansky, which sets forth both the use of voice and the use of either e-mail or 
facsimile which do not rely on voice communication. Therefore Olshansky does still read on the 
claim language, the applied art having been upheld by the board as analogous and combinable. 

The newly added claims, 21 and 22, are not patentably distinct as the boards ruled that 
the position that "communication is available for each computer terminal for which a finger- 
image was authenticated" still applies. If one device may be authenticated and communication 
occur, then it can clearly communicate with another device. Applicant's specification does not 
provide for specific exclusion of communication with other telecommunications device not 
authenticated, so the claim language cannot be interpreted as such in accordance with the 
specification, as this would then be new matter. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S. C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
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having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1-8, 21 and 22 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
OLSHANSKY (US 6,493,437 Bl) in view of TRANDAL et al (US 2003/0081752 Al) and 
PATEL (US 2002/0174345 Al). 

Regarding claim 1 and 22, OLSHANSKY discloses a system for enabling use of a 
computer terminal in a network to access or otherwise participate in at least one network-related 
function (e-mail and fax, which do not depend on voice communications, see col. 7 lines 31-41) 
and voice communication over the network, comprising: authenticating means; means responsive 
to the authenticating means for enabling the computer terminal in the network to access or 
otherwise participate in the performance of at least one network-related function and voice 
communication over the network at least from each computer terminal which was authenticated 
(column 3 lines 1-28 and column 5 lines 11-55). However, OLSHANSKY does not disclose a 
telephone handset including a microphone and speaker coupled to provide signals to and receive 
signals from the computer terminal for voice communication; and a finger image sensor coupled 
to at least to provide signals to the computer terminal relating to a finger-image sensed by the 
finger-image sensor; means for electronically authenticating a finger-image sensed by a finger- 
image sensor based on the finger-image-related signals provided to that computer terminal. 
TRANDAL et al discloses a telephone handset (140 of figure 1) including a microphone and 
speaker coupled to provide signals to and receive signals from the computer terminal for voice 
communication (paragraph 37). PATEL discloses a finger image sensor coupled to at least to 
provide signals to the computer terminal relating to a finger-image sensed by the finger-image 
sensor; means for electronically authenticating a finger-image sensed by a finger-image sensor 
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based on the finger-image-related signals provided to that computer terminal (figure 9 and 
paragraphs 92-98 and 12). Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of OLSHANSKY, 
TRANDAL et al and PATEL. OLSHANSKY is silent as to the means to the structure of the 
means to send and receive voice via the computer. TRANDAL et al discloses a prior art means 
by which to send and receive voice via the computer. PATEL' s finger image authentication 
enhances OLSHANSKY' s teaching by proving a greater degree of security in the authentication. 

Regarding claim 2 and 21 , see the parent claim for the subject matter this claim depends 
from. OLSHANSKY further discloses the enabling means enables voice communication to and 
from only each terminal for which a sensed finger- image was authenticated (column 3 lines 1-28 
and column 5 lines 1 1-55). 

Regarding claim 3, OLSHANSKY discloses a system for enabling use of a computer 
terminal in a network to access or otherwise participate in at least one network-related function 
(e-mail and fax, which do not depend on voice communications, see col. 7 lines 31-41) and voice 
communication between computer terminals in the network, comprising: a plurality of computer 
terminals in the network; authenticating means; means responsive to the authenticating means for 
enabling the computer terminal that was authenticated to access or otherwise participate in the 
performance of at least one network-related function and voice communications over the 
network (column 3 lines 1-28 and column 5 lines 1 1-55). However, OLSHANSKY does not 
disclose a microphone and a speaker coupled to each of the plurality of computer terminals to 
provide signals to and receive signals from the computer terminal for voice communication; and 
a finger image sensor at least to provide signals to the computer terminal relating to a finger- 
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image sensed by the finger-image sensor; means for electronically authenticating a finger-image 
sensed by a finger-image sensor based on the finger-image-related signals provided to that 
computer terminal. TRANDAL et al discloses a telephone handset (140 of figure 1) including a 
microphone and speaker coupled to provide signals to and receive signals from the computer 
terminal for voice communication (paragraph 37). PATEL discloses a finger image sensor 
coupled to at least to provide signals to the computer terminal relating to a finger-image sensed 
by the finger-image sensor; means for electronically authenticating a finger-image sensed by a 
finger-image sensor based on the finger-image-related signals provided to that computer terminal 
(figure 9 and paragraphs 92-98 and 12). Therefore it would have been obvious to a person of 
ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to combine the teaching of 
OLSHANSKY, TRANDAL et al and PATEL. OLSHANSKY is silent as to the means to the 
structure of the means to send and receive voice via the computer. TRANDAL et al discloses a 
prior art means by which to send and receive voice via the computer. PATEL' s finger image 
authentication enhances OLSHANSKY' s teaching by proving a greater degree of security in the 
authentication. 

Regarding claim 4, see the parent claim for the subject matter this claim depends from. 
OLSHANSKY further discloses that at least one of the computer terminals includes the means 
for authenticating (column 3 lines 1-28 and column 5 lines 1 1-55). 

Regarding claim 5, see the parent claim for the subject matter this claim depends from. 
OLSHANSKY further discloses comprising a computer in the network, other than the computer 
terminals, that include the means for authenticating (column 3 lines 1-28 and column 5 lines 1 1- 
55). 
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Regarding claim 6, see the parent claim for the subject matter this claim depends from. 
OLSHANSKY further discloses that at least one of the computer terminals includes the means 
responsive to the authenticating means (column 3 lines 1-28 and column 5 lines 11-55). 

Regarding claim 7, see the parent claim for the subject matter this claim depends from. 
OLSHANSKY further discloses that at least one of the computer terminals includes the means 
responsive to the authenticating means (column 3 lines 1-28 and column 5 lines 1 1-55). 

Regarding claim 8, see the parent claim for the subject matter this claim depends from. 
OLSHANSKY further discloses that the handset is keypadless and each computer terminal 
includes a computer input device by which information for accessing or otherwise participating 
in voice communications over the network is input to the computer terminal (figure 3). In the 
alternative, TRANDAL et al further discloses that the handset is keypadless and each computer 
terminal includes a computer input device by which information for accessing or otherwise 
participating in voice communications over the network is input to the computer terminal (figure 
1). 

Conclusion 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Lewis G. West whose telephone number is 571-272-7859. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday 7:00-3:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Matthew D. Anderson can be reached on 571-272-4177. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would 
like assistance from a USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated 
information system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



Lewis G. West 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2618 


